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WAR, CITIES AND URBAN PLANNING

by Tom Angotti

Before the US invasion of Iraq, the PN Steering
Committee issued a statement opposing the war
that circulated on pn-net and other internet lists.
We received many responses, mostly in support
of the statement. The statement and representa-
tive excerpts from some of the responses follow,
We reprint them so as to share with PNers the
extent and depth of discontent among planners
and  community activists with the Bush
Administration’s preemptive war, and so that
readers can appreciate the diverse reactions to
the statement.

Our statement was, unfortunately, prescient, and
is still valid. The bombing and invasion of Iragi
cities destroyed significant infrastructure—hos-
pitals, schools, water supplies, airports—which
added to the devastation left by an cleven-year
USled siege. Large numbers of civilians died and
many suffer hunger and homelessiness. The
Pentagon, which brags about its “precision”
bombing, throws up its hands and says they can'
even guess how many bragis they killed. Like the
body count mania started during the Vietnam
War, it’s only US bodies that count. The Jooting of
Iraq’s National Muscum and other treasures
while US troops marched off 1o defend the oil
fickds demonstrated that our concerns abowt pre
serving the relics of Irag’s rich urbun history
were not misguided.

As PN goes to press, the US military is scouring
its occupation of Traqg and sending the messuage 1o
Iragis that only the US and its coterie of retived
generals recruited to master the rebuailding
process—not Shiite leaders, Kurdish leaders, or
any other indigenous leaders—will  define
“democracy” in Iraq. “Participation” in rebuilding
by Iragis will be under the thumb of the US mili-
tary, the US Agency for International
Development, and the transnational US-based
firms like Bechrel and Haliburton who will get
the lucrative contracts. Of course, the US won't

ssinabg s

waste its time micro-managing lrag but will
select and train loyal subjects to handie the day
to-day matters of urban administration. They will
pass over the many highly-educated ragi leiders
who won't bow to the emperor, just as British
colonialists put together formidable bureiucra-
cies in their territories made up of humble ser-
vants obedient to Western culture and vilues.
Right-wing faith-based organizalions arc moving
in to bring Christian values along with food and
clothing. Participatory planning? Only it the gen-
crals can pick the participants.

The US military is already foreclosing the use of
public space by Iragis to express opposition o
the occupation. The US press gleelully repeats
shots of the scattered expressions of joy by Iragis
that welcomed US troops, but when the troops
shoot at Iraqi civilians freely expressing their
political views it’s barely noted. Operation Iragi
Freedom means freedom of expression only for
those who worship the imperial rulers and
almighty dollars. The future of freedom in Iraq
could very well be forecast by what’s happening
in Isyacl, where a gigantic wall is going up to
divide Isracli settlements and Palestinian cities
(sce page 2. Heavily bankrolled by US aid, Israel
imprisons the outcast popularion that stubborn-
Iy resists the ilepal occupation of thedr Tand, Al
urlan phinners should condemn this blivunt seg-
reation as pure metropolivan apartheid,

Ome PN statement didn't mention perhaps one of
the main impuolses driving (the US war-—securing
o strategic hold on Mideast oil. As Michacol
Dudiey mentions in his article for this issue,
many urbanists make the connection between
our chronic problems of sprawl and aulo
dependency and the aggressive LIS overseas cam-
paigns. However, even if the US had 1o pay more
for its gas guzzling because it ot control over
cheap oil, I believe the auto monopalics, which
are now global monopolics will find alternatives
that will keep this instrument of private trans-
portation at the center of global city-building.
Even George W. Bush recognizeys the importance
of developing alternative fuels in the long-range
future. Thus, it’s importest (o [Cont, on page 7]
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democratic expression embodied in the Cities for
Peace movement continues. This is more of an
issue for the Democrats than Republicans. At anti-
war demonstrations in New York protesters car-
ried signs chiding the state’s two Demaocratic sen-
ators, Hillary Clintonn and Charles Schumer, for
voting to back the President’s position on Irag.
The same holds true in other cities and states,
where national Democratic officeholders have
been seen as failing to speak out aggressively
enough, if at all, against the war. While these pro-
testors are not likely to become a bumper crop of
potential turncoat votes for Republican candi-
dates in upcoming elections, a third party or inde-
pendent candidate could split the Democratic
vote in many local races for national office. Or,
local voters could display their disenchantment
with Democrats by staying away from the polls
entirely.

On the other hand, both focil Domwocratico and
Republican officeholders in cities g have passed
peace resolutions are keeping their virs close 1o
the ground and are heeding what their con-
stituents are tefling them, Yveue 13 Chok, 4 coun-
cillwoman from New York wio vesed for the reso-
lution, knnows it is not war per s¢ the voters in her
Brooklyn district are against. The issuc is, What type
of war are people willing to get embrodled n? 1o
that question she's heard the answer from hwer con-
stituents foud and clear*If we're going (o be look:
ing for a {fight,” Clark says, “let’s fight poverty and
let’s fight firehouse closares”

Eugene Patron (efipatron@earthiinie net) is a stu-
dent at City Unifversity of New York and editorial
assistant for Planners Netiwork.

Cifies for Peace website: wuw citiesforpeace.org

7th Generation [Cont. from page 2}

plunge more deeply into the matter and under-
stand the complex finks between urban sprawl,
auto cultare, consumerism, global inequalitics, and
glabal US hegemony.

In ehis issue, we discuss some other stories of war,
its devastation of cities, and the problems of
rebuilding. Katja Simons tells the story of the
destruction and rebuilding of Beirut. Perhaps there
are some important lessons here about the pro-
found, long-term wounds of the kind of urban war-
fare that may be just starting in Iraqi cities. The
remaining war ruins in Beirut suggest that rebuild-
ing isn't just a matter of repairing some roads and
pipes. This issue also includes excerpts from an
excellent technical report provided to us by Liliana
Cotto of the University of Puerto Rico about the
bombing by the US Navy of the tiny island of
Vieques. The report highlights the impact of bomb-
ing on the local economy, health and welfare. As a
result of an extensive popular struggle in Puerto
Rico, the US ceased its bombing this month, but
refuses to acknowledge the extent of environmen-
tal contamination it leaves behind. The depleted
uranium used in munitions fired on Vieques is scat-
tered all over Iraq.

On the domestic front, Bugene Patron reports on

the unprecedented opposition to the US war that
took the form of resolutions by local governments
throughout the country. State and local govern-
ments throughout the country are suffering the
budget cuts brought on by the recession, tax cuts
for the rich, and the costs of military expansion.
They are also in the middie of the Administration’s
assault on civil liberties, which entails the use of
local lTaw enforcement, racial profiling, and suspen-
sion of hasic constitutional rights.

With Irag on our minds, this is very much an inter-
national fssue of PN. Theresa Willicimson and
Penelope Duda report on the World Social Forum
meetings in Porte Alegre (Brazil) and Hyderabad
(Inda). Progressive planners everywhere can relate
to this newly emerging forum for dialogue among
professionals, activists, and progressive institutions.
Along with the unprecedented global opposition
to the war, the Social Forum is a ray of hope for a
humane alternative to global capitalism. Wendy
Call veports on Plan Puebla Panama, a giant plan
for Central America, and the popular resistance to
the plan. dlefandro Rofimai writes about worker
cooperatives emerging in response to Argentina’s
deep economic crisis. And Larissa Larsen writes
about the global imbalances in water supply.

Tom Angotti

Urban Planners Oppose the War in Iraq

(The following letter is reprinted from the pr-nei
listserve. Responses to the statement follow on
the next four pages.)

By The Planners Network Steering Commitiee:
Tom Angotti, Annr Forsyth, Fernando Marti,
Richard Milgrom, Barbara Rahder, Ken
Reardon, Gwen Urey, Ayse Yonder

We are urban planners and professionals in the
fields of community preservation and develop-
ment. We oppose the U.S. war in Iraq as a politi-
cally unacceptable means of resolving the prob-
lem of disarmament and dealing with the despot-
ic regime in Iraq. The Bush administration has
turned its back on the United Nations and pro-
ceeded despite  overwhelming opposition
throughout the world. The invasion of Iraq
increases instability and heightens the dangers of
terrorism throughout the world.

Urban planners and professionals in community
development have special reasons for opposing
this war.

1. Urban planners are dedicated to the preserva-
tion and development of cities. We cannot sup-
port a war that destroys the physical and social
infrastructure of cities. Baghdad is a city of 4.5
million people and large numbers of civilians will
die as the result of U.S. bombing,

2. Urban planning is concerned with human wel-
fare and improvement in the quality of life. We
cannot support a war that will bring widespread
hunger, homelessness and extensive human suf-
fering.

3. The earliest cities were founded in the valley of
the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, in what is now
Iraq. The numerous ancient historic treasures in
Iraq are threatened by the extensive U.S. bombing
campaign.

4. Urban planning in America is based on princi-
ples of participation and equity. We cannot sup-
port a war that imposes the will of the mightiest
nation in the world on a population that is help-
fess before a foreign military force. U.S. occupa-
tion of Iraq will only expand incqualities and
facilitate the plunder by the US. of Iragi o
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